TZz’dakah in the Torah

7 If there is a needy person among you, one of your brethren,
in any of your settlements in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you, do not harden your heart and shut your hand
against your needy brother. 8 Rather, you must open your
hand and lend him sufficient for whatever he needs.

10 Give to him readily and have no regrets when you do so,
for in return the Lord your God will bless you in all your efforts
and in all your undertakings. 11 For there will never cease to
be needy ones in your land, which is why | command you:
open your hand to the poor and needy kinsman in your land.

35 ...[Y]our brother, being in financial trouble...let him live by
your side: 36 do not charge him advance or accrued interest,
but fear your God. Let him live by your side as your brother.
37 Do not lend him your money at advance interest, or give
him your food at accrued interest.

9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap
all the way to the edges of your field, or gather the gleanings
of your harvest. 10 You shall not pick your vineyard bare, or
gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for
the poor and the stranger: | the Lord am your God.

28 Every third year you shall bring out the full tithe of your yield
of that year, but leave it within your settlements. 29 Then the
Levite, who has no hereditary portion as you have, and the
strnager, the aftherless, and the widow in your settlements
shall come and eat their fill...

18 You shall appoint judges and officials for your tribes, in all
the settlements that the Lord your God is giving you, and they
shall govern the people with due justice. 19 You shall not judge
unfairly: you shall show no favorites; you shall not take bribes,
for bribes blind the eyes of the wise and mask the words of the
just. 20 Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you may thrive
and occupy the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
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1) We are not instructed to give “charity” to the poor or needy. What kind of “money” assistance are we

required to provide instead?

2) What are the rules that the Torah provides regarding financial assistance of the needy in these texts?

3) What are the other types of assistance (not money) does the Torah command that we give?

4) What is the Hebrew word for charity that we use today? Does it appear in any of the texts on this page?

5) What is the connection between the word for charity and the concept of “justice,” which comes from the
same Hebrew root word? What do we learn about giving charity from this relationship?



